
PLAYSCRIPTS



LEARNING OBJECTIVE

•To be able to identify features of a 
play script.



SUCCESS CRITERIA

• I can highlight the key features of a play 
script.



FEATURES OF A PLAYSCRIPT

•What is a playscript? 

•Which features of playscripts can you 
name?



TITLE

•Every play needs a title that tells the 
reader what the play is about, just like 
a book needs a title.



SCENE NAME AND INTRO

Scene 2:

Miss Brill – A most fantastic teacher. 

In this scene, Miss Brill makes all of her students 
faint with her extraordinary teaching 
knowledge. 



LEFT IS RIGHT! 

• Character’s names are written on the left-hand side 
of the page, with a colon after them (before the 
dialogue). 

Tayyib: My goodness, I can hardly wait to do seven

hours of Maths today!



NEW SPEAKER, NEW…

LINE! 
BUT no speech marks for dialogue. 



STAGE DIRECTIONS

• These are written in the present tense.

• Stage directions ensure that the actors know 
clearly what they are meant to be doing. 

(Grendel stomps angrily through the moors). 

• Stage directions are also always in brackets. 



SOME MORE DETAIL…

• Stage directions tell the actor how to speak and move.

Consider the following: 

(Bruce walks across the stage with a skull)   Vs.

(Bruce leaps across the stage, moving joyously and singing 
loudly. The skull is held high above his head, being shown to 
the audience). 



SCENE CHANGE
• Every time the setting changes, you must start a new scene. 

• Think about why this would be necessary. What is actually 
happening? 

Actors would need to change their clothes, the backgrounds 
would need to change to make the setting more realistic. 



MIND YOUR LANGUAGE!

• The use of emotive and dramatic language is 
very important in order to convey the thoughts 
and feelings of characters. 



SUCCESS CRITERIA



RULES RECAP:
• Title

• Setting the scene. 

•Detailed stage directions in brackets – Keep 
them in the present tense. 

•Mind your language! 

• Left is right. 


