COVID Catch up Funding report

Children and young people across the country have experienced unprecedented
disruption to their education as a result of coronavirus (COVID-19). The aggregate impact
of lost time in education will be substantial; we know that we have the professional
knowledge and expertise in the school to enable our children to recover and get back on
track. Learning fime however, that has been lost due to Covid-19 disruption will not be fully
recovered, our aim is to close the gap as much as is possible.

The government has announced £1 billion of funding to support children and young
people to catch up. Although all children have had their education disrupted by the
coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak, we know that it is likely that disadvantaged and
vulnerable groups will have been affected most.

Alongside the universal catch-up premium, the government are launching a £350 million
National Tutoring Programme to provide additional, targeted support for those children
and young people who need it. Schools’ allocations will be calculated on a per pupil basis,
providing each mainstream school with a total of £80 for each pupil in reception through to
year 11. This will be based on the previous year's census meaning Roe Green Junior School
will be in receipt of £38,320.

As the catch-up grant has been designed to help mitigate the effects of the unique
disruption caused by coronavirus (COVID-19), the grant will only be available for the 2020
to 2021 academic year.

At Roe Green Junior School we will use this funding for specific activities to support our
pupils to catch up for lost teaching and socialisation over the previous months, in line with
the guidance on curriculum expectations for the next academic year.

We know that we have the flexibility to spend this funding in the best way for our cohort
and circumstances. In order to make the best use of this funding, we have used the
information and guidance from the Education Endowment Foundation (EEF) a coronavirus
(COVID-19) support guide for schools with evidence-based approaches to catch up for all
pupils. We have used this document to help spend the funding in the most effective way,
along with information gathered through both pupil and parent surveys conducted during
and after lockdowns.

Spending:

At Roe Green Junior School, this money will be used in order to:

e Purchase curriculum resources and materials that support pupils to get “back on
frack”.

e Provide support for disadvantaged pupils and others who are identified as needing
“catch up” in their learning.

e Fund additional support staff to develop the outcomes of children who have been
identified as needing “catch up” in their learning.

The broad aims for “catch-up”:

o The mental health needs of pupils that have arisen as a result of the pandemic are
met and supported by the school.

e Atftainment outcomes at end of 2020-21 for all year groups will be at least in line with
those at the point of lockdown in March 2020. This means that if a child was working
at an age-related expectation/greater depth in a subject prior to March they are


https://www.woodheysprimaryschool.co.uk/downloadfile/16498322

working at least to an age-related expectation/greater depth in that same subject
by the end of 2021.

“Catch up” will mean that:

Senior Leaders, Teachers and Subject Leaders will work collaboratively to identify gaps in
learning and adapt teaching accordingly. This ‘Curriculum Audit’ will be the starting point
from which teaching will be adapted to ensure lost learning is emphasised in existing
planned learning or revisited. Working through well sequenced, purposeful learning
schemes.

(For all children)

e Focus on consolidation of basic skills. The core skills which enable successful learning
will require increased curriculum time across all year groups. These include:
handwriting, spelling of high frequency words, basic sentence punctuation, times
tables recall, basic addition & subtraction fact recall, formal mathematics strategies
and reading skills relevant to age.

o Particular focus on early reading. This is always a focus in the school and will
confinue to be so in order to develop children’s reading ability, comprehension and
vocabulary.

o Assessment of learning and of basic skills to identify major gaps. Teachers will work
to identify gaps in learning and adapt teaching accordingly.

« Time spent on mental health, wellbeing and social skills development. This will be at
the core of all catch up work as many children will have not been in formal school
setting for a number of months.

Additional lesson time on core teaching. Reading, writing and maths teaching will require
increased teaching time in order to cover missed learning - particularly after each
lockdown.

(For some children)

o Additional support and focus on basic core skills. Supported by additional staffing
utilising catch up premium — dependent on need as identified through ongoing
assessment.

o Additional time to practice basic skills. This again will be dependent on need of
children in order to re-establish good progress in the essentials (reading, increasing
vocabulary, writing and mathematics) and there will be flexibility on timetables to
allow this.

Catch up at Roe Green Junior School IS NOT:

Cramming missed learning

Pressuring children and families into rapid learning

Teachers time spent highlighting missed objectives

Teachers fime spent ticking off assessment points and extra tracking.



Planned Expenditure for academic year
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Action: Intended Outcome: | Monitoring: Staff Lead: Review: Cost:
Focus on excellent All children to make | Book Looks SLT Termly meetings No additional cost
teaching & Learning at least expected Monitoring of
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end of year )
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NFER standardised Baselines of pupils Data input from CTs | DH/SLT Termly —in place of £1,136
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Action: Intended Outcome: | Monitoring: Staff Lead: Review: Cost:
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Additional emotional Pupils will settle and SEND Lead/DH Weekly £4,824
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Provision -worklbooks Lead/Maths Lead
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Total budgeted cost: £29,716.60
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Officer to monitor & disadvantaged aftendance = Officer

analyse in more detail

groups and




punctuality & vulnerable groupsis | good academic In addition- HT/DH
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Total estimated cost: £ 36,148.60

Additional information which has been implemented to support the above sections:

In house assessment and reporting

Evidence from EEF

Results gathered from Staff, Pupil and Parent consultations

Analysis of attendance records

Case studies undertaken as part of whole school performance management




